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Report by Robert Hammond (2.96-01)

The Old Malvernian Sailing Club (OMSC) had a memorable and hard-fought campaign at the 2024
Arrow Trophy, held over the weekend of 5th — 6th October in Cowes. With conditions ranging from
light airs on Saturday to gusty 20-knot squalls on Sunday, the regatta provided a testing challenge
across both Fairview and Sunsail fleets. Malvern’s entry, skippered by veteran helm Charlie
Thompson, once again demonstrated resilience and skill, sailing in the Fairview fleet.

Saturday saw OMSC open with a solid 2nd place in Race 1, capitalising on a clean start and
textbook upwind tactics in light SW winds. A tight mark rounding in Race 2 left Malvern boxed out on
the final downwind leg, finishing 5th. The afternoon saw stronger breezes and closer boat-on-boat
duels. Malvern held their nerve with a well-earned 2nd in Race 3 and a composed 4th in Race 4. On
Sunday, the breeze built considerably, catching out several crews. Malvern remained consistent
despite challenging chop, securing 4th and 5th place finishes respectively. With best-five-race
scoring applied, Malvern finished 4th overall out of ten in the Fairview fleet — just one point off the
podium and tied on 22 total points with Pangbourne, who pipped us to third place on countback.




Off the water, the OMSC crew upheld
Malvern traditions in fine style. Saturday
evening’s dinner at the Royal Ocean Racing
Club was as lively as ever, with stirring
speeches, questionable toasts, and the
usual stories of near-misses and heroic
recoveries.

Looking ahead, OMSC aims to build on this
strong performance with early planning for
the 2025 Arrow Trophy. We continue to
welcome new members of all ages —
whether seasoned racers or complete
novices — and seek to compete in the
Belvedere Cup at Queen Mary Reservoir.
Crew spaces fill fast, so do get in touch if
you'd like to get involved, either as helm,
crew or shore-based supporter.

For more information or to express interest,
please contact the OMSC via:
malsoc@malverncollege.org.uk
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Email: roberthammond@hotmail.com

Website: www.malverniansociety.org.uk/clubs-community/om-sailing-club



mailto:roberthammond@hotmail.com

